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INTRODUCTION

Gibraltar has attracted visitors for centuries. There can be few places in the world that equal the
Rock in terms of sheer physical presence. Gibraltar is situated in a unique strategic location on
the southern tip of the Iberian Peninsula, overlooking the Strait of Gibraltar and linked to mainland
Europe by a narrow isthmus. Despite an imposing appearance Gibraltar is small, measuring
just over six square kilometres in total. Its precipitous rock and cliffs stretch skywards some 426
metres. This is the only place in Europe where monkeys roam freely in a semi-wild state, reflecting
the Rock’s rich natural history, which flourishes in a Mediterranean climate. Gibraltar’s past is
etched right here on the limestone, as well as expressed in the faces and customs of the people:
British, Spanish, Genoese, Portuguese, Moroccan, Jewish, Maltese, Indian, a fascinating blend of
cultures that have all left their stamp throughout our rich and tumultuous history which dates back
to Neanderthal times. British subjects for over three centuries freely settled here much the same as
others from the old world settled in the Americas or the Far East / Australasia. These migrants formed
colonies which would give birth to citizens of the United States, Canadians, Australians and many
more nationalities. In Gibraltar, where elsewhere they became Americans, Australians or Canadians,
they became British Gibraltarians. The expansion of the British Empire particularly eastwards from
Gibraltar to New Zealand (including the Suez Canal, India, South Africa and Australia) would make
Gibraltar the first and last port of call before the mother country. This would have enormous effects on
this tiny Rock. Gibraltar offers something for everyone today, ranging from archaeological treasures
and priceless artefacts to a wide variety of shops and restaurants.

HISTORY

Gibraltar is steeped in history; an intertwining of civilisations and cultures which dates back many
thousands of years. What’s more, it is a living history reflected, not just in the Gibraltarians themselves,
but also in the many legacies that remain to this day, including several prehistoric caves and a Moorish
Castle and baths that date back to the 11th and 14th century. The architecture is similarly eclectic with
many Georgian and Victorian buildings, as well as those that reflect a Portuguese, Genoese or Moorish
influence. In 1848 an ancient skull was discovered in Forbes’ Quarry, at the foot of the steep north
face. Then, just eight years later, an identical skull was discovered, this time in the Neander Valley
near Dusseldorf. ‘Neanderthal Man’ should really have been ‘Gibraltar Woman’! Ancient mariners first
arrived here by the 8th / 9th century BC (some suggest as early as the 4th / 5th century BC), leaving
gifts to the gods seeking the blessings of the almighty before sailing into the Atlantic and the unknown.
The Romans called the Rock ‘Calpe’. Julius Caesar defeated the sons of Pompeii almost within sight
of Calpe, and the first description of Gibraltar was written by the Roman geographer Pomponius Mela
around 45 AD. The Muslim invasion of Europe started in the Bay of Gibraltar where dissident Visigoths
sided with Muslims by lending their ships to Berber Chief, Tarik Ibn Zeyad who landed by Tarik’s
mountain – ‘Jebel Tarik’ – and became immortalised in history. The conquest of western Europe by
Muslims had begun.
Gibraltar continued under Moorish domination for over seven centuries, until taken by Christians from
the Kingdom of Castile for a brief period of 24 years in the early 14th century. It was not until 1462
that the Christians finally re-captured the Rock. Spain was beginning to emerge as a unified nation of
various Kingdoms and Dukedoms, but it was Castile and Aragon that emerged as the central power
in Iberia. The famous Spanish ‘Catholic Monarchs’ Isabel and Fernando were initially involved in
finally securing the Rock as Crown Property of Castile in 1501. It remained in Spanish possession
until 1704 when it fell to a combined Anglo-Dutch force. The Treaty of Utrecht ceded the Rock to the
‘Crown of Great Britain’ in perpetuity, but Gibraltar continued to be subjected to bloody conflicts from
Spain. In 1779 Spain and France began the longest and bloodiest siege in Gibraltar’s history: ‘The
Great Siege, 1779-1783’.
In 1782 work began on the famous ‘Great Siege Tunnels’. The Treaty of Versailles, 1783, would
bring a long overdue peace to Gibraltar. The Battle of Trafalgar was fought close to the Rock in
1805. Spain had sided with Napoleon against Britain until Napoleon overrun Spain resulting in
a fresh Spanish attempt to break away from French domination. Britain immediately emerged
as Spain’s greatest ally. The 19th century was Gibraltar’s heyday, as a staging port on the vital
route to India. Another series of tunnels were completed during the Second World War. Gibraltar
became home to the Royal Navy’s ‘Force H’ and the focal point from where Eisenhower
controlled the North Africa landings in 1942. During the Franco era, Spain attempted to revive
her claim for the reversion of the Rock to Spanish sovereignty, which culminated in the closure
of the border for thirteen years in 1969. The roots of Gibraltar have grown deep into the Rock
for millions of years. The natural history, the culture and finally, the people themselves - the
Gibraltarians - are the result: the ultimate proof that the history of the Rock lives on.
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GEOGRAPHY

• Latitude 36 7’ North, longitude 5 21’ West
• Height: 426m (1400ft) - highest point is at O’Hara’s Battery
• Length: 5 km (3.10 miles) approx.
• Area: 6.4sq km (3.5 sq. miles) approx.
• Circumference Length: 16 km (10 miles) approx.
• Average width: 1.25 km (1 mile) approx.
• The Rock is mainly Jurassic limestone some 200 million years old

NATURAL HISTORY

The Rock of Gibraltar seems foreboding from a distance; a great slab of jagged Jurassic
Limestone towering high above its surrounds. Look closer and you can appreciate that, for 200
million years, the Rock has continually evolved and changed. At one time it was barren and
inhospitable, when the natural woodland was cleared for firewood by soldiers. At other times, it
was carpeted with brightly coloured flora and wild flowers, some indigenous such as the Gibraltar
Candytuft and Gibraltar Chickweed. The porous limestone means that there is never a shortage
of water so, when the Iberian Peninsula looks arid and brown, the Rock is ’green’, covered in
shrubs and trees, such as nettle trees, carob, eucalyptus and wild olive. Gibraltar has a very rich
flora, but it is also the home to a variety of wildlife. Without doubt, the best loved is the mischievous
Barbary Macaque which lives in a semi-wild state on the Upper Rock tolerating and teasing the
camera-clicking tourists. It is believed that this tailless monkey may have been introduced by the
British during the 18th century. Red deer, wolves and wild boar once made the Rock their home.
Although these have long disappeared, the migratory bird life has seemingly been untouched by the
passage of time and over 200 species have been recorded here. Bird migration at Gibraltar manifests
itself spectacularly. Thousands of black kites and honey buzzards make the relatively short journey
between Europe and Africa across the strait every year and after the breeding seasons. As well
as other species of eagles, hawks and falcons it is not unusual to see vultures and storks. Smaller
migrants, such as swallows, martins and finches can be seen regularly on passage across our famous
Strait. The Barbary Partridge is the Rock’s emblematic bird as Gibraltar is the only place in mainland
Europe where it is found in the wild, probably brought to Gibraltar by the British from Morocco three
centuries ago. At certain times of the year you can be surprised by beautiful, colourful butterflies, some
migrating through Gibraltar, whilst others busy themselves with the everyday chores of feeding and
flitting about in typical butterfly fashion. When the chill of winter has given way to milder weather you
may see bats swooping around chasing insects. The Strait and Bay of Gibraltar are home to three
species of dolphins, these being the common, striped and bottlenose. But take a waterborne safari into
the Bay and Strait of Gibraltar and you will see more than dolphins; whales and killer whales also roam
the area though not too close to shore.

SHOPPING, EATING AND ENTERTAINMENT

For many years Gibraltar has attracted thousands of British expatriates living in the Iberian Peninsula
seeking to stock up on all those British goodies they just cannot live without! Gibraltar offers far more
than biscuits and beer and is arguably the shopping mecca of the western Mediterranean. Hardly
surprising as the Rock, given its geographical position, has thrived for centuries as a trading centre,
particularly so for its maritime links at the height of the British Empire. These days it is attractive, not
just because of the quality and choice of products available, but also because goods here are sold
VAT free. The city centre is long and narrow, extending along the mile-long Main Street. Much of this
bustling high street has been pedestrianised as part of an overall city plan to beautify the Rock and
create a pleasant environment for visitors and residents. Trees have similarly been planted throughout
the old city. Strategically placed benches, pavement cafés and bars offer a welcome relief for weary
shoppers, whilst numerous exchange centres and banks make money changing as easy as flipping a
coin. Interspersed with many familiar British chain stores is a fascinating selection of smaller shops,
selling everything from Chinese linens to designer sunglasses. Handicraft shops sit side-by-side with
souvenir stores where the choice ranges from a fluffy toy to an exquisite piece of Gibraltar Crystal
which you can watch being produced on-the-spot. Local artists’ work can also be purchased from our
art galleries in town, two of which are located in Casemates Square, the main town square at the
entrance to the high street. Also, to be found are a number of electrical/audio-visual equipment shops.
Cigarettes, imported cigars and spirits are all time favourites. Gold jewellery, watches, perfumes,
porcelain figures, designer wear are all available here. But Main Street offers so much more: two
Cathedrals, the Governor’s Residence, the Supreme Court, the main Post Office and philatelic/
coins centre and the 16th century King’s Chapel. The Gibraltar Museum and the Gibraltar Heritage
Trust are both just 60 metres off Main Street. It would be easy to spend days exploring Gibraltar in
terms of buying power. Running parallel to Main Street is the pedestrianised Irish Town that is well
worth a visit with its historic coffee houses, specialist ironmongers, pubs and attractive restaurants.
You can find most ethnic and international cuisines in Gibraltar, including Indian, Chinese, Thai,
Argentinean, Moroccan, Kosher, Brazilian, British, French, Spanish and Italian. For a meal on the
go, there are fast-food restaurants and conveniently located sandwich bars, plus plenty of ‘ye olde’
English pubs and pavement cafés. The marinas are an easy walk from the city centre both offering
an interesting variety of restaurants, while Catalan Bay on the east side, is equally charming with
well situated restaurants specialising in seafood with that ‘catch of the day’ freshness. There is no
shortage of places to go to in the evening. Hotel cocktail bars offer comfortable and sophisticated
surroundings for a quiet drink or not so quiet, jazz performance or other live band. For a more
informal evening, almost every street in town has wine bars and lively cosmopolitan pubs. Later
you might dance into the small hours at one of Gibraltar’s trendy disco pubs or enjoy a flutter
at the Casino at Ocean Village.
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THE UPPER ROCK
Jews’ Gate Cemetery
An old Jewish Cemetery, used up until 1848, tucked away behind the trees, a fascinating
piece of history that reflects the important role the Jewish people have played in moulding
Gibraltar’s history.
Mediterranean Steps
Mediterranean Steps is a steep, at times arduous, walk and is not for those without a head for
heights. Starting besides Jews’ Gate Cemetery on the southern end of the Nature Reserve at
180m above sea level, the walk gradually opens out offering spectacular views of North Africa
across the Strait and takes you up towards O’Hara’s Battery close to the summit of the Rock.
The path runs mainly along the eastern side of the Rock, bordering along the edge of cliffs and
passing various WWII fortifications as well as Martin’s Cave and the Goat’s Hair Twin Caves, once
inhabited by prehistoric man, hence the steps and surrounding area being part of the UNESCO
World Heritage site. The path winds its way upwards getting steeper and steeper. At the summit
immediately to the south lies Lord Airey’s and O’Hara’s Batteries two 9.2-inch guns, installed at
these sites during WWII, and last fired by the Royal Gibraltar Regiment in 1972. This is where the
walk ends, and you can either retrace your steps, or follow the road down to St. Michael’s Cave or
northbound towards Prince Philip’s Arch.
St Michael’s Cave
St Michael’s Cave was long believed to be bottomless. This probably gave birth to the story that the
Rock of Gibraltar was linked to the Africa by a subterranean passage under the Strait of Gibraltar. The
famous macaques were said to have come to Gibraltar through this subterranean passage. Pomponius
Mela, one of the earliest geographers who lived about the beginning of the Christian era, spoke about
the cave in his writings. It was at one time believed that in 1704 Spanish troops spent a night in the
cave after climbing the precipitous east face of the Rock. Another story about the cave recounts how
a Colonel Mitchell and another officer were said to have descended into the cave at some unspecified
date before 1840 and were never seen again. During WWII the cave was prepared as an emergency
hospital but was never used as such. The cave is open to visitors and makes a unique auditorium for
concerts, ballet and drama. It has been in use as a theatre since the early sixties with capacity for 600
persons. At some period during the history of this cave, part of a stalagmite became too heavy on one
side and fell, possibly thousands of years ago. It now lies on its side at the far end of the main chamber,
cemented through the years by nature to the floor of the cave. In 1972 a slice was cut off from the top
end which revealed the interior structure of the stalagmite in a most dramatic fashion.
Apes’ Den
Perhaps Gibraltar’s most important tourist attraction, the Barbary Macaques are normally found in North
Africa, but their presence in Gibraltar probably dates from the early days of the British garrison when it
is presumed that they were imported, inevitably finding the rough limestone cliffs and scrub vegetation
a congenial habitat. In fact, many legends have grown up around them. One is that they travelled from
their native Morocco via a subterranean tunnel starting at St Michael’s Cave leading down underneath
the Strait of Gibraltar. Another legend claims that, should the macaques ever disappear, the British will
leave Gibraltar. During the last war, natural causes had diminished the macaque numbers alarmingly.
Fortunately, Sir Winston Churchill took a personal interest and additional animals were imported from
Morocco. Today, in addition to the pack resident at Apes’ Den, there are other packs living wild on the
steep slopes of the Rock. Gibraltar does not wish to lessen ‘the monkey experience’ but experts have
warned that too much human interaction is harmful to these wild animals. Primarily because we want
them to remain living as they are, in a semi-wild state, we strongly advise you not to get too close, feed
or touch them. Finally, because they are wild animals, they may react violently and have been known
to attack and inflict serious bites. Take photographs but please allow the monkeys to live a natural, free
life for their benefit and the enjoyment of all. Just keep a safe distance, do not shout or make sudden
movements.
O’Hara’s Battery
O’Hara’s Battery (O’Hara’s Battery) is located at the highest point of the Rock of Gibraltar. This battery
owes its name to General Charles O’Hara, Governor of Gibraltar between 1795 and 1802. General
O’Hara considered that, if he could raise a tower on this summit south of the Rock, he could observe
the movements of the enemy in the port of Cádiz, located 60 miles away (about 100 km). Its tower
was constructed, but it was not successful, reason why the garrison denominated this construction
O’Hara’s Folly (the madness of O’Hara). It survived until 1888, when the discussion about its imminent
demolition made it the object of a bet between the garrison artillerymen and the artillery officers of
HMS Wasp. The HSP Wasp used its masts and rigging to raise its canyons at high altitude and started
bombing the tower. The sixth shot destroyed it completely, so they could leave with the honour intact.
The first 6-inch cannon was mounted in 1890 but was replaced in 1901 by a 9.2-inch cannon with a
range of 29,000 yards (26 km), aided to some extent by its height above sea level.
The Great Siege Tunnels
The labyrinth of tunnels known as The Great Siege Tunnels are perhaps the most impressive
defence system devised by man. These tunnels are one of the main attractions of the Rock of
Gibraltar. The tunnels were carved out of the rock by hand during the Great Siege which took place
between 1779-1783. This was done to defend Gibraltar against the Spanish and French forces
who were trying to recapture Gibraltar from the British.
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World War II Tunnels – Rock and Fortress
With the entry of Italy into the War, and a powerful Germany dominating Europe, the
strategic importance of Gibraltar grew. The problem of storage was urgent and vital; space
became even more valuable; stores, food, and equipment had to be built up and protected,
and siege accommodation was required for the troops. A tunnel system would meet these
needs and would give full protection from the then known types of air attack, as well as from
sea and land bombardment. At the start of the war, the civilian population was evacuated,
and the garrison was greatly increased in size. Numerous tunnels were excavated to create
accommodation for the expanded garrison and to store huge quantities of food, equipment
and ammunition. The tunnelling was carried out by four specialised tunnelling companies from
the Royal Engineers and the Canadian Army. A pair of tunnels the Great North Road and the
Fosse Way were excavated running nearly the full length of the Rock to interconnect the bulk
of the wartime tunnels. The tunnels accommodated what amounted to an underground city. The
entire 16,000-strong garrison could be housed there along with enough food to last them for
16 months. Within the tunnels there were also an underground telephone exchange, a power
generating station, a water distillation plant, a hospital, a bakery, ammunition magazines and a
vehicle maintenance workshop. The total length of the entire tunnel network inside the Rock is
approximately 34 miles, 52 kilometres. Licensed tour guides will take you on a tour lasting 30-40
minutes. Advance bookings can be made by email at naturereserve@gibraltar.gov.gi.
Moorish Castle
The fortifications on and around the site of the Moorish Castle were first built in 1160, or earlier.
These were, however, destroyed when the Spanish re-conquered Gibraltar from 1309-1333. The
Tower of Homage, its main feature, dominates the hillside and the landward approach to Gibraltar.
A rebuilt tower dates primarily from about 1333 AD when Abu’l Hassan recaptured Gibraltar from
the Spanish. On another occasion, the Count of Niebla attacked the castle, was captured by the
Medieval defenders and his body was suspended from the walls in a barcina, a net for carrying
straw. The Tower of Homage proudly displays the battle scars inflicted during the various sieges.
Here a Spanish governor held out for five months against the Duke of Medina Sidonia, who took
Gibraltar from his own sovereign, Queen Isabel of Spain. In 1540, hundreds of people found safety
inside the castle when Turkish pirates ransacked Gibraltar. The lower castle formerly stretched all the
way down to Casemates Square, the Grand Battery area and the Old Mole. It is interesting to note
that the courtyard of the Moorish Castle served as a prison up until 2010.
Windsor Suspension Bridge
Another of Gibraltar’s newest tourist attractions is definitely not for the faint-hearted, but those who
want an adrenalin rush can visit the new suspension bridge at Royal Anglian Way. This spectacular
feat of engineering is 71 metres in length, across a 50-metre-deep gorge affording visitors magnificent
views of across the strait, bay and city.
Skywalk
Standing 340 metres directly above sea level, the Skywalk is located higher than the tallest point of
London’s The Shard. Gibraltar’s Skywalk offers breath-taking 360º views spanning three countries
and two continents and links to other sites within the Gibraltar Nature Reserve, Upper Rock including
the thrilling Windsor Suspension Bridge and the famous Apes’ Den via a series of walking trails. Built
on the foundations of an existing WWII base structure, the Skywalk is designed to withstand wind
speeds of over 150km/hour and can carry the weight of 5 Asian elephants, or 340 people, standing
on it at the same time (visitor numbers will be limited to 50 at any one time). The floor and balustrade
panels are made up of 4 layers of laminated glass (with a total thickness of around 4.2cm). Laid out
side-by-side, the 42 glass panels would cover more than 750m², roughly the equivalent of 4 tennis
courts. The walkway is 2.5m wide and projects a maximum of 6.7m from the main structural support
point. 70m of rock anchors and 30,000kg of steel secure the Skywalk to the Rock.
Gorham’s Cave Complex World Heritage Site
The Gorham’s Cave Complex is an area covering 28 hectares on the east side of Gibraltar from
sea level to the top of the Rock. It’s a UNESCO World Heritage Site for its exceptional testimony
to the occupation, cultural traditions and material culture of Neanderthal and early modern human
populations over a period of approximately 120,000 years. The striking cluster of sea level caves
contain archaeological deposits that provide evidence of Neanderthal and early modern human
occupation of Gibraltar. The Gibraltar Nature Reserve forms part of the buffer zone to the WH site
and together they represent over 40% of the territory of Gibraltar. Gibraltar has a longstanding
association with the Neanderthals. The first complete skull was found and presented to the
Gibraltar Scientific Society by Lieutenant Edmund Flint of the Royal Artillery in 1848 - eight years
before the famed remains found in the Neander Valley near Dusseldorf in Germany, which gives
its name to these people. A second skull – the Devil’s Tower Child – was found in Gibraltar in
1926. The Gorham’s Cave Complex is of major significance in understanding the global story of
human evolution and adaptation. Gorham’s and Vanguard Caves have been archaeologically
excavated over the past 26 years, and results have shown that Gibraltar was last refuge for the
Neanderthals around 32,000 years ago. An international, multi-disciplinary research project has
revealed the vital importance of the site in our understanding of a critical juncture in human
evolution and of the Neanderthals in particular. There’s a wealth of information on how the
Neanderthals and early modern humans lived and behaved, what plants, birds and animals
they were familiar with and ate, where they acquired materials for their tools and what their
environment was like. There’s evidence of their complex social behaviour, dress and unique
elements including a rock engraving carved by the Neanderthals in Gorham’s Cave, which
indicate their ability for abstract thought.
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TOWN CENTRE
Casemates Square
Named after the British Barracks located at the north of the square, this area has served
many purposes. Formerly the site of public executions, this commercial and social square
contains remains of an old Moorish galley house and a gun mounted on a Koehler Depression
Gun Carriage of the type developed during the Great Siege. Nowadays, this historic entrance to
the city centre has become the hub of social activities with restaurants, cafes and shops. Many
cultural events take place at this strategic point in the town centre and a ‘History Alive’ volunteer
group re-enact the original Ceremony of the Keys on Saturday mornings. Details will feature in our
Calendar of Events.
Fine Arts Gallery, Gustavo Bacarisa’s Gallery and Arts and Crafts Exhibition Halls
Above the popular cafes, bars and restaurants in this historic square, at first floor level of what used
to be Casemates Barracks, you will find a Fine Arts Gallery which houses ever changing exhibits of
paintings. Next door to the Fine Arts Gallery is the Gibraltar’s Arts & Crafts Centre, also, well worth a
visit. Walk along this first floor to another gallery named after a famous local artist, Gustavo Bacarisa’s
which holds larger exhibitions at various times of the year. Along the top floor of this building and within
the ground floor there is also a variety of shops. A couple of old memorial tablets give some idea of the
age and history of these old barracks, now converted into a shopping mall and restaurants with 18th
century character.
Gibraltar Museum
The Gibraltar Museum was officially opened on the 23rd July 1930 by the then Governor, Sir Alexander
Godley. It is situated in the premises which was the house of the Principal Ordnance Officer and the main
reason for the choice was the existence of the well-preserved fourteenth century Moorish Baths found in
the basement of the building. Experience and enjoy Gibraltar’s fascinating 200-million-year history, with
an audio-visual presentation and several galleries displaying original artefacts, old prints and photographs.
The Rock’s rich and diverse natural history is also represented while the lower part of the building houses
what is arguably the best-preserved Moorish Bath House in Europe. An impressive model of the Rock,
as at 1867, leads to the Great Siege Gallery. Following from our earlier historical note on the discovery
of Neanderthal skull in Gibraltar in 1848, a well-documented easily understood display on our ‘Gibraltar
Woman’ is also housed here.
Garrison Library
This handsome building was built on the site of the Governor’s residence during the Spanish period. It was
inaugurated in 1793 and houses a remarkable collection of works on Gibraltar, open to the public. Close
by were some of the offices of the Gibraltar Chronicle, Gibraltar’s oldest newspaper (founded in 1801).
Europe’s second oldest English periodical and the first to report the victory at Trafalgar. The Gibraltar
Chronicle has since moved to new premises.
The Convent
This building, situated towards the southern end of Main Street, has been the official residence of Gibraltar’s
governors since 1711. It was once a Convent of Franciscan Friars, dating back to 1528. A guard mount
takes place at the main entrance a few days a week usually conducted by soldiers of the Royal Gibraltar
Regiment. A more elaborate and colourful parade of the Changing of the Guard is also performed outside
this historical venue, a few times a year. The name ‘The Convent’ is an erroneous translation by the early
British settlers and Garrison. Strictly speaking it should have been called a Friary. However, ‘The Convent’
is now historic and remains so by order of the King (George VI).
Wellington Front
Wellington Front was built by convict labour in 1840. There were over 900 convicts working on the
reconstruction of the walls and other defensive works. Off the Front was the anchorage of the ‘Owen
Glendower’, a convict ship renamed after a Welsh Prince and was base of the convict establishment.
The ship’s bell, which is now on exhibition at the Gibraltar Museum, rang whenever a convict escaped.
Eventually, in 1875, it was found that it was cheaper to employ local labour, as the convicts did not work
hard enough to earn their keep.
John Mackintosh Hall
The John Mackintosh Hall is the centre of Gibraltar’s cultural activities where many societies and
associations meet regularly. It was opened by the Governor and Commander in Chief, General Sir
Dudley Ward on the 8th April 1964, containing a public library, a theatre / conference hall, gymnasium,
spacious halls for exhibitions and other public functions, plus a wing for education and cafeteria. This
complex was gifted to Gibraltar by the John Mackintosh Trust, following the wishes of the late John and
Lady Victoria Mackintosh, most generous benefactors to Gibraltar.
Trafalgar Cemetery
Situated just south of the city walls, this was used as Gibraltar’s military cemetery in the early 19th
century. Although the name commemorates the Battle of Trafalgar, only two tombs still show details
that those buried there actually died of wounds suffered in the battle (1805). There are over 30
other officers, sailors and marines also buried here but details of who is buried where, were lost
when these were moved here from an earlier burial ground. A ceremony is held here every year on
Trafalgar Day, to commemorate Lord Nelson’s victory, and pray for all those who died.
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OUTSIDE THE CITY
The Marinas
There are two marinas, Ocean Village and Queensway Quay in Gibraltar offering excellent
berthing facilities. These marinas are also very popular social venues with bars, restaurants,
shops, dolphin watching boat trips, diving excursions and our local casino. There is a
monument in honour of all those who died as a result of the Bedenham explosion (armament
vessel) in 1951 t Queensway Quay and another monument located at Ocean Village dedicated
to the Royal Marines who orchestrated the British capture of Gibraltar in 1704.
Devil’s Tongue Battery
Located on Waterport Wharf Road this old mole protected the seaward entrance to Gibraltar. It
was originally the old Spanish pier built during the reign of King Philip III. Guns were placed at
each of the gaps (embrasures) during the Great Siege. This mole is an extension of Chatham
Counterguard; a drawbridge named the ‘Chatham Wicket’ led on to the mole (the cemented
blocked up opening in the sea wall is still visible). In front of this old battery there is a monument
dedicated to Admiral Sir George Rooke, person responsible for the British capture of the Rock in
1704.
Evacuees Memorial
This statue was erected in honour of the Gibraltarians evacuated during WWII and sent to Morocco,
Madeira, Jamaica, Northern Ireland and England. British troops occupied their homes locally. The
Gibraltarians who had the misfortune of being sent to London suffered the German bombings of
London. A couple of thousand men who held jobs considered essential for the war effort were not
allowed to leave Gibraltar. This the work of Jill Cowie Saunders, who re-created a scene of families
re-united after the war upon their return home to the Rock.
Landport Gate
This gate, reconstructed in 1729 by the British on the site of earlier Moorish and Spanish gates, was
at the time the only landward access into the city. It was through this gate that the troops emerged
to carry out the surprise attack on the Spanish lines during the Great Siege – the Sortie of 26th
November 1781.
Ragged Staff
The first of the gates was constructed in 1843 for foot access. In 1736 the contractor to the Navy
Victualling Office built a wharf, 350 feet long, which had access by way of a flight of stone steps and
a drawbridge. There are many theories as to the origin of the name, though none have been proven.
One of these theories suggests that the Ragged Staff was a badge of the Emperor Charles V, another,
that the name derived from the rough finish of the original work because staff can mean cement
or similar building material; certainly Major General Sir John Jones in 1841 called the area ‘an illconditioned spot... and its extremely unmilitary appearance, as well as apparently defenceless state,
strikes one with astonishment...’ and another, that it refers to a type of winch used on this wall. The
gates as they stand today pierce the wall at a site previously known as the Ragged Staff Couvreport.
Charles V Wall
This sixteenth century wall, which comes down from the ancient Moorish Wall, past Southport and
Trafalgar Cemetery at the southern end of Main Street, was built in the reign of Charles V in 1552 by
the Italian Engineer Calvi. It was designed to defend the city after the attack of September 1540 by
Turkish pirates, under the command of Barbarossa, who took over 70 captives with the intention of
selling them into slavery. The original wall dates back to the Moorish period at which time it climbed
straight up almost to the very top of the Rock. When Charles V died, Philip II took over the building of
the wall. Due to the close proximity of the wall to the town, he decided it would be better to continue
the top half of the wall slightly to the south, hence the continuation starting at the Apes’ Den, named
Philip II Wall. This eliminated or greatly reduced the enemy being able to shoot arrows, catapults
etc. from the high ground into the lower reaches.
Prince Edward’s Gate
This gate in Charles V Wall overlooks Trafalgar Cemetery and is named after Queen Victoria’s
father, HRH the Duke of Kent. This gate was opened in 1790 when HRH had his first posting to
Gibraltar. He subsequently left and returned as Governor in 1802. Although he left Gibraltar in 1803
he refused to surrender his appointment as Governor of Gibraltar. We therefore had a Lieutenant
Governor in Gibraltar from 1804 till 1820 when HRH Duke of Kent died.
Southport Gates
The original gate was built in 1552 in the time of Emperor Charles V. The second and later gate
bears the arms of Queen Victoria and General Sir John Adye, the Governor of Gibraltar in 1883.
The third and widest of these gates, known as Referendum Gate, was opened in 1967 and
commemorates the first Referendum in which Gibraltarians voted by an overwhelming majority,
to retain their links with Britain.
Cable Car / Mons Calpe Suite
The Cable Car is the best way to visit the Top of the Rock and a must-see attraction for all
visitors to Gibraltar. You can start your ride from the Gibraltar Botanic Gardens and just five
minutes’ walk from the Main Street. The ride takes you 412m above sea level in approximately
six minutes, offering spectacular views all the way. The top station is perched at the very
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summit of the Rock, with sheer cliffs to the east and tree-covered slopes to the west.
It offers the most spectacular 360° views. To the south you look across the Strait of
Gibraltar to Morocco and Africa, to the west you look over the City of Gibraltar and across
the Bay to Spain, to the north is Spain and the blue expanse of the Mediterranean and the
Costa del Sol is to the east. Snacks and souvenirs are available and as you experience the
breath-taking views you can also discover Gibraltar’s fascinating history, with an interactive
multimedia guide. This is an ideal starting point to explore the Upper Rock Nature Reserve.
The Mons Calpe Suite situated at the top station is a spectacular and unique venue. As well
as offering an extraordinary location, the Mons Calpe Suite boasts a commitment to quality
of service, ensuring that whatever the occasion, you and your guests are looked after to the
highest standard. Our dedicated team personally cater for every detail to make your event
unforgettable. Please contact: 20012745 or email: events@monscalpesuite.com
Botanic Gardens and Wildlife Park
The spectacular Alameda Gardens were first opened to the public in 1816 and there are several
commemorative busts and cannons on view here, which date back to the 18th and 19th century.
For most visitors, however, it is the beauty of the plants and trees, which make the Alameda such
a magical place; many are native species while others are imported. At certain times of the year,
various cultural events take place in the gardens’ open-air theatre. Tours of the Botanic Gardens
are also available. Two important monuments can be viewed here, but pride of place goes to the
General Eliott Column and the impressive bronze ordnance at its feet. At the entrance are two of
the four Russian guns given to Gibraltar by Britain, for Gibraltar’s help during the Crimean War, in
1858. In 1994 Gibraltar Customs confiscated a group of animals from a large container ship from
Central Africa. These and other animals that came from such ships are now housed in the Alameda
Wildlife Park located within the gardens due to the practical impossibilities of returning these animals
to their natural habitat. The park has just been given a major refurbishment and it could be described
as a mini zoo. A must for children and animal lovers.
Nelson’ Anchorage – 100 Ton Gun
HMS Victory was towed to Rosia Bay after Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar. Despite denials by the
Royal Navy the local story is that Nelson’s body was brought ashore at Rosia Bay where his body
was changed from the barrel of brandy to one of alcohol (spirit of wine) for the return journey home.
Located within the same area and worth visiting is the impressive 100 Ton Gun installed in the early
nineteenth century but never fired in anger. There are only two left in the world, the other one is in
Malta.
Parson’s Lodge
Dominating Rosia Bay you find Parson’s Lodge Battery, dating from 1875, which formerly housed
three 18-ton guns. The old Spanish walls were reinforced by the British, while beneath the battery are
the former ammunition stores and living quarters. This fortification is now in the hands of the Gibraltar
Museum who are currently using it as a research centre, for their cave and undersea studies.
Harding’s Battery
This battery was constructed on part of the old 7th Europa Battery and in between the later 1st and
2nd Europa Batteries of 1859, named after Sir George Harding, Chief Engineer in 1844. Originally, two
18 pounders were located on site. In 1863 there were two 32 pounders located here and 1877 saw
the reconstruction of the battery to take a 12.5” RML on a barbette mounting. There is no record of
when the 12.5” gun was dismounted but by 1939 the site housed an AASL (Anti-Aircraft Searchlight).
The battery now houses a visual and audio display of the historic and natural aspects of Gibraltar with
particular focus on the area it is located in, Europa Point.
The Lighthouse
The Gibraltar Lighthouse, now fully automated, is the only one regulated by Trinity House outside the
UK. It dates back to 1841 and stands 49 metres above sea level with a range of some 37 kilometres.

OPTIONAL TOURS AND ADVENTUROUS ACTIVITIES
Dolphin Watching
Dolphins and whales are frequently seen in the Bay of Gibraltar. Dolphin Adventure is Gibraltar’s
leading dolphin watching company offering daily tours to see Gibraltar’s spectacular wild dolphins
on board our state of the art yellow catamarans. This is an experience for the whole family to enjoy.
With three resident species of dolphin, migrating whales (including orca), sunfish, turtles, flying fish,
tuna and a huge variety of birds, there is always something to see. On board, our highly qualified
crew offer an informative and educational commentary on our dolphins and are always on hand
to answer any questions you may have. We also have an on-board marine biologist collecting
data on our dolphins, so we can work in conjunction with organisations worldwide to protect and
conserve the dolphin and whale population. Dolphin Adventure are recommended and used by
leading tour operators and have also been featured on BBC1, Channel 5, Discovery Channel and
the History Channel to name but a few. t (+350)20050650 • www.dolphin.gi
Diving
Explore Gibraltar’s spectacular underwater world with more than thirty wrecks, reefs and
pinnacles to choose from. There are three established diving schools that offer diving
opportunities both for the experienced diver and the first-time novice. All provide equipment,
so all you need is a swimsuit and towel to participate.
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Fishing
Gibraltar is a good catch for anglers due to the unique positioning of The Rock with the
Atlantic merging into the Mediterranean via the Strait of Gibraltar. There are good fighting
fish to be had, like the Conger Eel, or tasty fish like the 14 species of Bream. Book a fishing
trip and discover this angler’s paradise first-hand.
Sailing
As Gibraltar is surrounded by water, sailing is a major attraction in the area with challenging
wind conditions and many marinas in the vicinity.
Bird watching
As the Strait of Gibraltar is the narrowest crossing for bird migration from Europe and Africa,
the Rock offers unrivalled bird watching opportunities. Over 200 species of birds have been
recorded, many of which are migratory.

GETTING MARRIED ON THE ROCK

Hollywood lovers, heartthrob Lawrence Harvey and Margaret Leighton were one of the first high
profile couples to say ‘I do’ in Gibraltar. In 1962 as the world became entranced by the numbers
007, screen hero Sean Connery married actress Diane Cilento. Sadly, this marriage was not
to last but Connery’s affection for Gibraltar did as he returned in 1975 to marry his present wife
Micheline Boglio Roquebrune. However, it is the marriage of Beatle John Lennon to Yoko Ono in
1969 that caused the biggest media sensation. Today hundreds of couples are travelling to Gibraltar
to exchange vows, choosing to follow in the footsteps of Sir Sean Connery, John Lennon and Yoko
Ono and get married on the Rock. There are no residency restrictions and you can get married with
just 24 hours’ notice, if you present all the required documents.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Location
Gibraltar is situated at the southern end of the Iberian Peninsula. It is recognised historically as one
of the southernmost points of Europe. It is also strategically positioned at the western end of the
Mediterranean, forming one of the ancient Pillars of Hercules. The surrounding countries are Spain on
the north and Morocco (North Africa) south, on the opposite side of the Strait 24 kilometres (15 miles)
away.
Language
The official language is English although Spanish is widely spoken
Getting There
Regular flights from the UK to Gibraltar are operated by EasyJet and British Airways. There are also
flights to Casablanca via Tangiers operated by Royal Air Maroc. The land frontier between Gibraltar
and Spain is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week both for vehicles and pedestrians. There is no
limit on the number of frontier crossings you can make. There are also several cruise companies which
make Gibraltar a regular destination on their itineraries and two marinas provide for private yachts and
sailing ships.
Currency
The legal tender in Gibraltar is Gibraltar Government Sterling notes and coinage, although United
Kingdom sterling notes and coinage are equally welcome. Sterling is always considered at par with
local tender. There is a full range of international and UK banks. Credit cards, travellers’ cheques and
Euros are widely accepted.
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